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SCRUMPTIOUS BAKE-OFF
Johnson &

Wales

University

hosted the

sixth annual

Great National

Gingerbread

House

Challenge

featuring 11

gingerbread

artisan finalists

from high

schools across

the country.

Student

finalists Alison

Behlau, left,

and Heather

Garcia add the

finishing

touches to the

gingerbread

house.

MIAMI-D ADE C OUNTY 

Daughter of downed pilot
s eeks damag es fro m Cuba
! A woman whose father
w as shot down at the Bay
of Pigs, killed and then
k ept i  n a H  av ana mor gue
f or 1  8 years seeks damages
fr om Cuba’s go v ernment in
a trial that opens today.

BY MICHAEL HIBBLEN
mhibblen@herald.com

Janet Ray Weininger was
only 6 years old when her
father — piloting a CIA plane
during the Bay of Pigs invasion
— was shot down on April 19,
1961, and then killed.

Thomas ‘‘Pete’’ Ray’s body
was frozen and kept in a
Havana morgue for 18 years
before it was shipped home to
his family.

This week, Ray Weininger,
of Palmetto Bay, is hoping to
win ‘‘justice’’ for her father. A
trial begins today in Miami-
Dade County in a wrongful-
death lawsuit she filed against
Cuban President Fidel Castro,
his brother Raúl and the
Republic of Cuba.

‘‘I think Fidel Castro has to
answer,’’ Ray Weininger said.
‘‘My father was never given
the opportunity to go into a
court of law. I’ve given the
Cuban government and Fidel
Castro and Raúl the opportu-
nity to come into a court of
law. I just want to meet on an
equal playing field.’’

Avenging her father’s death
has been a personal mission
for Ray Weininger, who says
in court papers that instead of
dressing up in her mother’s
clothes as a young child, she
would raid her daddy’s flight
gear.

‘‘To me he was my world.
We always had a very special
bond and when he left on this
mission and the day my mom
told me he wouldn’t be com-
ing back, my world imploded.’’

Ray’s plane was heavily
damaged during the invasion,
but he survived the crash land-
ing, the suit says. ‘‘His plane
went down near Fidel Castro’s
headquarters. He made it out
of the plane alive, was injured
in a gun battle and then exe-
cuted at point blank range.’’

ORDERS FROM ABOVE?
The court complaint says

that as Ray was being treated
by Cuban doctors for his ini-
tial wounds, the army carried
out the orders of the Castro
brothers and killed Ray with a
single shot to his right temple.

‘‘Unknown to us, he was
kept and his body was dese-
crated for 18 years,’’ Ray
Weininger said.

The body was kicked, spit
on and displayed for political
purposes over that period, the
suit says.

Notified of his death, the
family was told only that he
had died in the Caribbean Sea,
with no other details.

Ray Weininger began her
search for information as a
child, researching the Bay of
Pigs in the library until late at
night, questioning members of
the Alabama National Guard
who had served with her
father, and writing letters
monthly to Fidel Castro.

He never answered. But in
1978, he admitted that he had
the body of an American pilot
killed in the 1961 invasion.

In December 1979, after the
remains had been identified
through dental records as
those of Thomas Willard Ray,
they were shipped home to the
United States.

An autopsy report then said
the cause of death was shock
and hemorrhage due to multi-
ple gunshot wounds.

The lawsuit uses the 1996
Anti-Terrorism and Effective
Death Penalty Act, which
allows victims of designated
terrorist states — including
Cuba — to sue for damages.

Ray Weininger’s attorneys
say it’s unlikely that Cuba will
be represented in court.
Attempts to reach the Cuban
Interests Section in Washing-
ton were unsuccessful.

Lawsuits on similar

grounds have been successful
in recent years, most notably
when a federal judge ordered
Cuba to pay $187 million to
relatives of three Brothers to
the Rescue fliers who had
been shot down by the Cuban
air force over the Florida
Straits in 1996.

But one legal expert insists
that the case has no merit.

University of Miami law
professor David Abraham
said, ‘‘You cannot invade a for-
eign country and expect a
warm welcome. And if you’re
captured or imprisoned, you
can also be sentenced to death
by execution.’’

But Ray Weininger coun-
ters that ‘‘Cuba was part of the
Geneva Convention. You do
not execute a wounded man.’’

OTHER TRIALS
In the other trials, millions

of dollars have come from fro-
zen Cuban assets or were
diverted from telephone pay-
ments to the island.

But more important, Ray
Weininger said, is the symbol-
ism of a victory.

‘‘Over the years, I realized
that it was time to seek justice.
And yes, it’s been many years,
but Fidel Castro is still in
power, and I want justice for
my father.’’

• FL ORIDA LEGISLA TURE

South Fla. lawmak ers
to hold key positions
When legislators meet in Tallahassee Tuesday for their one-
day organizational session, South Florida’s contingent will
continue to be a major force.
The delegation comprises nearly one-fourth of each chamber
and will hold a number of powerful positions.
Miami Republican Marco Rubio is in line to be House
speaker in 2006 and for the next two years will be a close
advisor to Speaker Allan Bense of Panama City.
On the Democratic side, Rep. Chris Smith of Fort Lauderdale
becomes the House minority leader and Sen. Walter ‘‘Skip’’
Campbell of Fort Lauderdale becomes the speaker pro tem-
pore in the Senate.
Sens. Frederica Wilson of Miami, Mandy Dawson of Fort
Lauderdale and Gwen Margolis of Miami will also have key
roles in the Senate’s minority party.
South Florida’s delegation also includes a host of newcomers
elected to the House. They include: Reps. Anitere Flores,
R-Miami; Carlos Lopez-Cantera, R-Miami; Ari Porth,
D-Coral Springs; Susan Goldstein, R-Weston; Franklin
Sands, D-Weston; and Priscilla Taylor, D-West Palm Beach.
In the Senate, there are two new members, one of whom is
Weston Democrat Nan Rich who hopscotched from her
House seat to serve in the Senate.
— MARY ELLEN KLAS

•PARTY POLITICS
GOP’S VICTORIES
EXTEND TO COUNTIES

Florida Republicans say
they had more to celebrate
Election Day than simply
securing the state for Presi-
dent Bush, landing a U.S.
Senate seat and booting
three Democrats out of the
Florida House: Across the
state, the GOP racked up
wins at the county level.

Republican Party of Flor-
ida Chairwoman Carole
Jean Jordan said the par-
ty’s Rural County Initiative
provided staffing and get-
out-the vote assistance to 20
smaller counties with com-
petitive races.

‘‘We probably won a half-
dozen county commission-
ers, some in places where
they hadn’t had a Republi-
can elected in 150 years,’’
Jordan said. ‘‘It’s gratifying
to those county leaders.’’

It’s also gratifying to a
party that has put an empha-
sis on building a farm team.
Jordan said some of the
newly elected commission-
ers might find themselves
running for the state House
or Senate in several years.

‘‘It’s the first step to
building a statewide net-
work of strong country par-
ties,’’ she said as she toured
the state last week on a vic-
tory sprint, thanking county
Republicans for getting out
the vote in record numbers.

The party pickups
included a race for school
superintendent in Hamilton
County and county commis-
sion seats in Holmes, Gulf,
Wakulla, Jefferson and Tay-
lor counties.

Republicans have made a
concentrated effort in the
Panhandle where Republi-
cans had been a rare breed
until the Democratic hold
began to loosen with Ron-
ald Reagan’s election.

— LESLEY CLARK

•MIAMI
CAFETERIAS SUE
OVER CRACKDOWN

Nearly a year and a half
after Miami vowed to crack
down on cafeteria-style res-
taurants that double as gam-
bling dens and brothels, the
businesses are fighting back
— and being aided by for-
mer Miami Mayor Xavier
Suarez.

Suarez, an attorney who
lost a county commission
race this month, is repre-
senting more than 40 cafete-
ria owners who say the city
has harassed them and

effectively tried to drive
them out of business, even
though they did nothing
wrong. The owners recently
filed a federal lawsuit,
accusing the city of a ‘‘con-
certed effort to eliminate
what is a lawful trade by
small businesses selling
food and beer.’’

Miami City Attorney
Jorge Fernandez declined
to comment on the suit.
When city leaders
announced the crackdown
last year, they said some
establishments had become
a hotbed of illegal activity
and were hurting the quality
of life in surrounding neigh-
borhoods.

Suarez insists his clients
are innocent. He said this is
the first lawsuit he has filed
against Miami, a city he ran
as mayor for nine years. It
‘‘does feel a little bit weird,’’
he said.

— MICHAEL VASQUEZ
•TALLAHASSEE
NEW BIOGRAPHY OUT
ON COLUMBA BUSH

Florida’s often elusive
first lady is the subject of a
new biography, a book
described by its author as a
mix of history and spicy
telenovela — a Spanish-lan-
guage soap opera.

‘‘It reads like a love story,
but it’s the truth,’’ veteran
South Florida journalist
Beatriz Parga said of the
portrayal of Columba Bush
and her marriage to Gov.
Jeb Bush. ‘‘People will talk
of this love story the way
they did of Romeo and
Juliet.’’

Though the governor’s
office said Columba Bush,
the Cinderella of the White
House was not authorized
by the first lady, Parga, a
one-time friend, said she
spent 10 days talking to Bush
about her childhood in Mex-
ico and her introduction to
Jeb, who was studying in
Mexico at the time.

‘‘It was raw animal attrac-
tion,’’ Jeb Bush said of meet-
ing Columba, according to
Parga.

The governor’s office
declined to comment on the
book.

Published in Spanish by
Random House in Mexico,
the book carries the subtitle,
It’s too late, Dad, a refer-
ence, Parga said, to Columba
Bush’s father, who aban-
doned his family when his
children were young. He
later tried to reconcile with
his daughter, Parga said, but
she was too wounded.

— LESLEY CLARK

J ACK SON MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

UM will try again to get liability pr ot ection, Shalala says
BY DANIEL A. RICKER
watchdogreport1@earthlink.net

University of Miami Presi-
dent Donna Shalala on Friday
told the Miami-Dade legisla-
tive delegation that UM plans
to try again at the next legisla-
tive session to obtain sover-
eign immunity to protect it
from liability when its doctors
take care of patients at Jackson
Memorial Hospital.

Shalala also said the univer-

sity plans to be ‘‘very tough
this year’’ as it negotiates its
medical services agreement
with Jackson.

‘‘We cannot be subsidizing
the county, quite frankly,
which is what we are doing
now,’’ she told the lawmakers,
who were holding hearings on
criminal justice, health and
social services, and juvenile
justice issues at the universi-
ty’s Convocation Center.

UM tried at this year’s leg-
islative session to get the same
liability protection at Jackson
that the state gives to publicly
run medical schools that treat
poor patients.

A bill passed the House that
would have limited liability to
the university to $200,000 per
case and required injured
patients to file claims bills
with the Legislature for any-
thing above that cap. But the

measure died in the Senate.
The Public Health Trust

that runs Jackson is paying the
university more than $70 mil-
lion this year for medical ser-
vices. But a health trust audit
showed that the amount
should be more to cover the
total services provided.

Said Shalala, ‘‘Basically we
are subsidizing the county for
our [medical] services at Jack-
son. . .  . They are not paying us

for all the work we are doing,
and I cannot do private fund-
raising to subsidize the
county.’’

Shalala afterwards told the
Watchdog Report she believes
that ‘‘everyone [in the state
legislative delegation] under-
stands that now, and now we
have to do something about it
because the university cannot
afford to subsidize the
county.’’

MIDDLE EAST

Pr o-Israel rall y m ot ivates students at UM’s campus
BY REBECCA DELLAGLORIA
rdellagloria@herald.com

For Israel to win the world
over to its cause, it has to start
with students here in the
United States.

At least that’s the mission
of the Hasbara Fellowship pro-
gram, which travels to univer-
sities across the country moti-
vating students to become
more involved with — and
sympathetic to — the Israeli
stance. Sunday, it made a stop
at the University of Miami.

‘‘We’re trying to give pro-
Israel students the tools to
defend Israel,’’ said program
director Elliot Mathias, who
made a brief appearance at
UM’s Hillel Jewish center
before boarding a plane to
Israel. ‘‘And trying to give a
pro-Israel message about why
Americans should care about
what’s going on in Israel.’’

In the three years since it
began, Hasbara has brought
about 500 students to Israel. In
the last year alone, it has

attracted more than 10,000
students to its programs
across the U.S. and Canada,
Mathias said.

The need for Israel-aware-
ness is all the more relevant in
the post-9/11 world, Mathias
says, because anti-Semitism
and anti-Israel stances are
more widespread — especially
on university campuses. And
conferences, like the one held
Sunday, mobilize students to
combat negative sentiments
with targeted messages: fun-

damentally that Israel wants
peace.

To further drive home Isra-
el’s point of view, a prominent
Israeli official spoke at the UM
event Sunday.

Natan Sharansky, Israel’s
minister of Jerusalem and
Diaspora Affairs and a former
prisoner of conscience in the
Soviet Union, spoke of Israel’s
unique example in the Middle
East as a democracy — where
dissent is accepted and toler-
ance paramount.

MORE ONLINE

Daniel A. Ricker is pub-
lisher of the Watchdog
Report e-mail newsletter.
You can read this week’s
complete Watchdog
Report online starting
Tuesday by clicking on the
Miami-Dade link at
www.herald.com/news.
Past Watchdog Reports
are also on the website.
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