LOST LANDMARKS:
MIAMI PUBLIC LIBRARY

After World War |l, Miami’s leaders knew the
city needed a grand library it could be proud of,
but the question of where to build it sparked a
fierce debate that stretched for five years. It
ended up being constructed in the middle of Bay-
front Park, and as work started in 1950, angry resi-
dents objected that it blocked the view of the bay,
where Flagler Street met Biscayne Boulevard. :

Three decades later, an equally contentious
debate waged for several years about whether to
tear it down as part of a massive renovation of the
park. In 1986 a wrecking ball destroyed the two-
story marble-covered building.

“That’s where | grew up in the '50s and '60s,”
said William Urbizu, assistant director of the
Miami-Dade Public Library System. “It had beauti-
ful windows overlooking the bay. It was a very-
inviting place to sit and read.”

— MICHAEL HIBBLEN
mhibblen@MiamiHerald.com

' MIAMIHERALD.COM: ABSENCE OF PLACE: Remember a favorite spot in

m South Florida that was torn down? The Miami Herald is collecting photos
and stories in a project called Absence of Place. E-mail your photos to
absenceofplace.cortada@buzznet.com or mail them to Absence of Place,
The Miami Herald, ¢/o newsroom, 1 Herald Plaza, Miami, FL 33132. Click
on Today’s extras to see photos and add your own recollections.



